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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: NEW YORK, NY, MARCH 23, 2021: 

Acis presents the world premiere recording of Scott Ordway’s NINETEEN 
MOVEMENTS FOR UNACCOMPANIED CELLO. A 50-minute solo suite, 
Ordway’s work is a major new contribution to the modern cello repertoire. The piece 
is performed by GRAMMY-winning Canadian cellist Arlen Hlusko, a newly-appointed member 
of the Bang on a Can All-Stars and an alumna of Carnegie Hall’s Ensemble Connect.

Album Release Date: May 27, 2021 (Memorial Day Weekend). Pre-order from May 13.

GRAMMY®-nominated producer, GEOFFREY SILVER says of the disc: “Scott has developed a new kind of 
minimalism, a deeply personal aesthetic of silence, stillness, and light that occasionally gives way to moments 
of unrestrained joy and sorrow. This music is designed with an architectural attention to form, balance, and 
detail. Pristine emptiness is offset by dense textures, and moments of quiet stillness evoke both vast landscapes 
and intimate spaces. A cellist himself, Ordway draws upon a deep connection to the solo repertoire and 
DVVLPLODWHV�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�LQÀXHQFHV�IURP�%DFK�DQG�%RFFKHULQL�WKURXJK�%ULWWHQ�DQG�6DDULDKR�´

³8QFOXWWHUHG�PHORGLHV�DQG�WH[WXUHV�HYRNH�ZLQG�RU�ZDYHV�´�VD\V�6LOYHU��³DQG�$UOHQ¶V�FHOOR�LV�D�EHDXWLIXO�VLQJLQJ�
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7KH�¿UVW�SHUIRUPDQFH�ZDV�JLYHQ�LQ�WKH�XQLTXH�YHQXH�RI�D�4XDNHU�PHHWLQJ�KRXVH�LQ�3KLODGHOSKLD�ZKLFK�ZDV�
designed by the celebrated visual artist James Turrell, whose medium is light itself.

Silver continues, “Arlen’s virtuosic performance aligns with the spareness, simplicity, and restraint of a 
composer whose language unites the clean lines of modernism with the immediacy and authentic emotion of our 
time. As each of us grapples with isolation (and, probably at some point in the past twelve months, our place in 
WKH�XQLYHUVH���WKLV�DOEXP�WDNHV�XV�WR�D�FOLIIWRS�RU�D�IRUHVW�ÀRRU�DQG�JLYHV�XV�VSDFH�WR�FRQWHPSODWH�WKH�EHDXW\�RI�
H[LVWHQFH�WKURXJK�WKH�LQFUHGLEOH�YRLFH�RI�WKH�FHOOR�´

Developed over more than a year (2017–18) through a series of intensive working sessions, NINETEEN 
MOVEMENTS FOR UNACCOMPANIED CELLO represents a kind of collaborative music-making that 
has become impossible after 2020. With the natural world as a mutual source of inspiration, performer and 
composer worked together closely to ensure that the piece said what they wanted it to say.

$FFRUGLQJ�WR�$UOHQ�+OXVNR��³HYHU\�VLQJOH�PHDVXUH�RI�WKLV�SLHFH�ZDV�D�FRQYHUVDWLRQ�´

Canadian cellist ARLEN HLUSKO is a dynamic, versatile young artist who is quickly gaining international 
recognition for her solo and collaborative performances. Recently appointed cellist of the Bang on a Can All-
Stars, Arlen is also a GRAMMY®-award winner for her work with The Crossing, a laureate of numerous 
competitions, and an alumnus of both Carnegie Hall’s Ensemble Connect and the Curtis Institute of Music.
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Professor of Music Composition at Rutgers University.
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